
Gorham Free Library  

2017 Annual Report  

Collections:                                             
Fiction & Nonfiction for all Ages                             
Large Print, Romance, & Graphic Novels       
Audiobooks, E-Books, Dvds & Cds                         
Picture Books & Easy Readers        
Magazines, Mysteries, & More.         

Special Services:                      
Interlibrary Loan ~ If we don’t have it, we 
can order items from other libraries in the 
OWWL System.  Public Computers ~ Use  
one of our PCs for printing, gaming, and 
more. We also have WIFI & wireless 
printing.   Take advantage of a quiet 
workspace, or  ask about reserving the 
Community Room.  Take a technology class 
or ask us a reference question. We even 
host workshops & classes during the year on 
a variety of topics in art and technology. 

Summer Reading:               
Every July the library 
brings exciting 
events and programs 
to entertain and 
educate. Every week 
features activities  
for all ages as well as 
prizes, giveaways, and stories. Stop in, and 
see what the Summer holds! 

Where your history and 

your future awaits!  

 

Connect With Us 

Instagram: @GORHAMFREELIBRARY  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

gorhamfreelibrary/ & Ask to join the Gorham 

Free Library’s Facebook group for extra access. 

Website: gorhamfreelibrary.wordpress.com 

Catalog: https://owwl.org/library/gorham 

Contact Us 

Phone: 585-526-6655 

Fax: 585-526-6995                        

Email: GorhamLibraryDirector@owwl.org 

Find Us 

2664 Main Street 

PO Box 211 

Gorham, NY 14461 

Our Hours 

Monday: Noon - 6 pm  

Tuesday: 2 pm - 8 pm  

Wednesday: 9 am - 5 pm  

Thursday: 2 pm - 8 pm  

Friday: Noon- 6 pm  

Saturday: 9 am - 1 pm  

Sunday: 2 pm - 4 pm  

Our Mission 

The Gorham Free Library is committed to serving 
as a center of learning and development for 
community members of all ages.” We are here to 
provide materials and services that meet the 
educational, informational, cultural, and 
recreational needs of the Marcus Whitman School 
District community.  

 



Dear Community, 

Before I give you the numbers, I wanted to 
share what even a single day in the library 
looks like. There was a nursing student in 
the parking lot doing her homework on the 
WIFI network and sending her term papers 
and research articles to our wireless 
printing address. This same day, we were 
able to assist a patron looking to download 
eBooks on her Nook. We fixed her 
malfunctioning software, and she was able 
to download books for her plane trip. She 
was so glad to have a “local library that 
offered such help”. A homeschooling mom 
called us to renew books and find items she 
needed for her lessons. We gave out 
computer guest passes to kids looking to 
play games with their friends. We 
welcomed our regulars and sent them 
home with the latest books from our 
collection. We even spent time getting 
ready for our 
weekly 
Storytime and 
making a 
Local History 
Section.          
Ruth Freier, 
Director 

Weekly Programs: 

Preschool Story Hour: Bring your little ones from 

birth – 5 for stories, crafts, and snacks with friends. 

Wednesdays at 10:00 A.M.                           

Homeschool Group: Wednesdays at 11:00 A.M.                  

Café & Creativity for Teens: Fridays at 4:30 P.M.          

Monthly Programs:             
  

Trivia Night: Second Tuesday of the month.           

Book Club Meeting: Second Wednesday of the month                   

PJ Storytime: Third Thursday of the month.                       

Card Club: Every other Saturday of the month.                  

Cartoon & LEGO® Saturday: Once a month.               

Computer Classes: Twice monthly.                                                                            

Our Staff  & Trustees: 

Director: Ruth Freier ~ Clerks:  Robert Nudd, Sheryl Saxby, & 

Catherine Morse ~  President: Sarah Keller ~ Vice President: 

Darrell Stape ~ Treasurer: Keith Rowlands ~ Secretary: 

Dorothy Oswald  ~ Trustees: Anne Marie Gordon Alexander, 

Bonita Hampton, John Frank,  & Abigail Parsons. 

Statistics & Stories   
Our library holds nearly 25,000 titles. The residents of 
our community borrowed those items 22,375 times this 
year alone. We welcomed 9,585 people as they came 
through the doors. There were over 4,500 sessions on 
our PCs and WIFI network. Our programs were enjoyed 
by 1,327 people, and we answered 1,388 reference 
questions since January, 2017.    

This July, we ran Build a Better World Summer Reading 
Program, with events for all ages. Kids built a Little Free 
Library  and made town landmarks with LEGO® bricks. We 
gave raffle tickets for each of the over 500 books read by 
our patrons. I loved bringing wonder to the library with a 
carnival, a kangaroo, a big twister board,  a block party, 
and concerts. We built great memories!  This year also 
included partnerships with the Town Historical Society to 
honor vets. and celebrate Christmas with collaborative 
events and with Budding Readers to provide free books 
and guest readers at our weekly Storytime for 
preschoolers. We reinstated our library’s homeschool 
group to serve as a secondary place of education for area 
families. Lessons included dictionary use, music, and 
Breakout Edu kits, which require children to solve puzzles 
to unlock a prize box.  We kept holding weekly Café & 
Creativity times for teens to  work on projects, and enjoy 
their very own Keurig creations. For adults, we held 
workshops, book clubs, and trivia nights. We are a vital 
resource to our community’s residents. Our patrons come 
to us for reading materials, movies, fun, and technology. 
Where else can they go to get books, make homemade 
knives or soap, play games with their friends, see 
bearcats, and build slides with giant blue blocks?  

 
Our 2017, budget was $115,613.00. Our expenses were 
$111,345.62. We spent $17,314 on new materials for 
you to enjoy. Your support covered over $5,000 dollars 
worth of our operating expenses, and your loyalty 
continues to be priceless. We hope you will continue to 
utilize our services and make memories with us in 2018! 


